
1. Introduction
a

With the introduction of the World Wide Web in the 
early 1990s the Internet became accessible for a 
broad range of users beyond the academic elite. Like 
every new medium it was of course also used for the 
purpose of education. Not a few years ago hypertext 
projects and e- mail projects were seen as the cutting 
edge use of the World Wide Web in an educational 
environment. With the advent of new technology, 
software and online services, generally summarized 
under the buzzword Web 2.0 , teachers and learners 
alike now have several new tools at their disposal that 
could help to facilitate language learning. Among those 
tools are webquests , podcasts (both audio and 
video), wikis , holistic online learning platforms (e.g. 
Moodle) and last but not least blogs . Most of these new 
options are still in their infancy regarding how widely 
they are spread in educational institutions and how 
much research exists about their didactical value. 
Therefore it would be interesting to see what an actual 
group of students has to say about their experience of 
creating and maintaining a blog.
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4.(b) Results

5. Conclusions

ÅFrom the studentsô overall positive reactions you can 
draw the pleasant conclusion that the concept of the 
reading blog was a success

ÅThe main complaint about the significant time 
requirements should be further analyzed to perhaps 
find a solution for future iterations of this project

ÅThis approach of blended learning is definitely an 
interesting option for schools whose students have 
private access to an internet connection

ÅAt the same time general lack of such access would 
severely hinder the implementation of any Web 2.0 
project at a school

ÅSome real scientific research is needed on this subject 
to determine what the best application of this 
technology might be

ÅSuch research would be desirable in a general and 
systematic fashion for all the applications that the 
Web 2.0 environment offers

ÅAll possible Web 2.0 efforts would greatly benefit from 
state support for the proliferation of broadband internet 
connections as seen in Finland and South Korea
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4.(a) Results
a

When looking at the result charts it seems that 
the studentsô most frequent positive reactions 
were related to the opportunities of interaction 
and peer review. The main complaint on the 
other hand was the perceived substantial need 
of time to complete the tasks and keep up to 
date.

It is interesting to note that the competitive 
atmosphere of the blog system had both 
supporters and opponents.

2. What is a Blog?
a

A blog, short for weblog, is a certain type of website 
which consists of regular entries made by an individual 
or a group of people, whereas the most recent entry is 
normally displayed on the front page. Unless they are 
supposed to work like an open ópersonalô diary, blogs 
are usually about a certain topic or range of topics. 
Most bloggers use a developer -hosted blog platform 
which means that the blog service operator that stores 
their blog also provides the software to create the blog 
online as an integrated part of his website. That way 
you do not have to install an special program in order 
to create your blog and are able to work on it from any 
computer with an internet connection. 

For the purpose of education we can also differentiate 
between two specific types of blogs:

ÅTeacher Blog , which is either a blog which provides 
information for teachers or a blog made by a teacher in 
order to present topics and tasks to her students

ÅLearner Blog , which is either a blog which provides 
information for learners or a blog made by a learner in 
order to present her work to her teacher and other 
learners

3 . Data and Methods

The data for this poster was collected from 19 students 
of the ñEnglisch-LK 2007 -2009ò course of the 
ñGymnasiums Ulricianum Aurichñschool. They had from 
the beginning of the course had access to a teacher 
blog where their teacher Mr. Donath posted weekly 
schedules, bits of information and the homework 
assignments. For the reading of the novel ñHeat and 
Dustò by Ruth Prawer Jhabvala the students had to 
start blogging themselves by keeping a reading log in 
the  form of a blog. The blog was part of the oral grade.

After they had finished working on the book and their 
blogs respectively, the students were asked to write 
down a few aspects of their blogging experience that 
they had found rather positive or negative.

The students wrote down

Å83 positive aspects (average 4.4 per student)

Å48 negative aspects (average 2.5 per student)

of their blogging experience.

These statements were then interpreted, condensed 
and rephrased for the result charts of this poster.
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Positive Aspect of Blogging perceived by the
Students

% of
Students

who
supported

this
Opinion

The comment system that is part of the blog allows you 
to receive helpful advice for improvement from your 
fellow students and thus  also makes the overall writing 
process much more efficient.

57.9

Possessing the ability to have a look at the work of 
fellow students enables you to get new ideas and 
perhaps gain a better understanding of some concepts 
that were unclear to you.

47.4

The semi-public nature of the learner blog creates a 
situation where peer pressure motivates you to create 
much more sophisticated texts than in a situation where 
only the teacher reviews your work.

47.4

The teacher blog as a central hub enhances the overall 
learning experience by providing up to date schedules, 
useful web links, additional information and a place to 
look up the current tasks and homework. 

47.4

Customizing your texts with web links , pictures, 
embedded videos, etc. easily allows you to be much 
more creative than in conventional written texts and may 
provide others with opportunities for further information 
on the topic.

42.1

Casual access to online dictionaries and internet 
search engines during the writing process means that 
you are more likely to use them and benefit from them.

42.1

Digitally written texts can be very easily corrected and 
amended which facilitates a dynamic writing process 
and is a boon for people with bad handwriting.

31.6

Since your work is digitally stored on an internet server 
there is no danger of  you losing or misplacing it like it 
tends to occur with homework written on paper.

31.6

Doing schoolwork in the form of a blog is generally a 
very progressive way of working and an opportunity to 
acquire some computer skills.

21.1

The archive function and easy accessibility of the blog 
makes it more likely for the teacher to be able to have a 
look at your hard work at some point .

15.8

The high amount of writing tasks allows to improve your 
written language .

15.8

Overall a good preparation for the exams . 15.8
*Irrelevant or not specific to the blog* 21.1

Negative Aspect of Blogging perceived by the
Students

% of
Students

who
supported

this
Opinion

Blogging is a very time consuming process,
especially if you want to do it right and  create good 
entries. In addition all this additional work comes on top 
of the already staggering G12 school workload.

78.9

The enormous peer pressure to produce texts of good 
quality by putting in the hours and the constant 
potential supervision by the teacher is highly 
annoying.

31.6

Being able to just look up every word in an online 
dictionary  makes you complacent and removes the 
incentive to properly train new vocabulary .

31.6

The fact that you are online while you are working on 
your text creates a big temptation to procrastinate 
instead of focusing on the task at hand.

26.3

The lack of physical proof of your work is lamentable 
for some students who prefer to have big folder at the 
end of their course.

21.1

The fact that you need your own personal computer 
for the greatest possible working comfort.

21.1

The danger of plagiarism , it is a temptation to just 
copy and paste from the web or your fellow students.

21.1

Some students do not like to deal and work with 
computers in general.

15.8

*Irrelevant or not specific to the blog* 5.3


